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MOSCOW, Aug. 28—Senior Soviet ..

officials have indicated a. willingness
to considér “significant” cutbacks ‘in
nuclear weapons stockpiles in any fu--
ture negotiations = about

he also detected tacit Soviet accept-
ance of more comprehensive verifica-
tion procedures than under the SALT
11 agreement, an aftitude that could
lead eventually to onsite inspections.

Biden and five other senators have
1ooked for-possible Soviet attitudes to-
. ward prospective negotiations on a
third strategic arms limitation treaty
during three days-of meetings with
" Soviet officials,

Biden added that quet officials, .

during four plenary sessions devoted
almost exclusively to strategic arms
matters, accepted without strong de-
mur the senators’ assertions that such
- powerful Soviet tactical nuclear weap-
ons systems as the $8-20 and Backfire
bomber must he specifically included
in- any successor to the SALT I
- agreeement. SALT II was signed. by
" president Carter and Soviet' leader
Leonid Brezhnev in June. The treaty
has come under sharp criticism from
some senators who are expected to
vote on its ratification in early winter.

“According ‘to-one delegation :

source, the Sov1et attitudes were
suggested as-much by such: silences as
by specific Soviet retorts to the senu-
tors’ statements. Biden and Sen. Rich-
ard Lugar (R-Ind) indicated this was
notable especially in the Soviets re-
sponses to the senators’ repeated as-
sertions that the Senate w111 insert
“modifications” or “reservafj ons” into
the pending SALT 1L

The Soviets were said to have lis-
_tened carefully to the senators’ expla-
nations of these proposals and report-

edly made no substantive reply. This |2

calm response hy tbe Krem_lin group,

stratewxc_

weapons, according: to the head: of - a"',v'-
. U.S. Senate delegation visiting here.. .;
Sen. Joseph D. Biden (D-Del) said

-'ﬁ‘ diseus'$iom focused strongly on BALT IIT as well.

1979

:&i;% include d
ergei Akhromeyev ‘a strategic arms s
mntib- sharp contrast to.the grim warnings g;cllaarlel:;-
~nw and-ﬂher Polithuro Jeaders that the Soviet Iin-
;i?in-,:would ‘riéver. ‘accept  modification of the accord
..wh!ch took even'years te negotiate..
% *',‘I‘ha- senatom met -today ~with Sbviet Pr
emier
J ﬂexe‘i Kosygin in what Biden and Lugar described.
ai'very:eordial,” threé-hour- session devoted to
Qtailed discussmn o! SALT lssues. <. : -
iey: 21 Kosygin' engaged them in iwely debat
’yar!ous'polnts ‘but that the sessxon was n iy e
_'by’bi er; disa’greement. Ot mar
: d(}e(lg‘g&t&tlon), ,gxlllch also mcluded Sens.
a.), Bradley (D-N.J.), C
Levhrﬂ (D-Mibh J'and David Pryor (D-Ark.), arnvedailg
SLAningrad'last week: as, guests uf the. Supreme So-

: eputy chlef ot the Soviat general ‘

Wiet ‘the .figurehead national: legislature. It is the
h siic] deiegatlon ol senators-or. congressmen to
;come ‘here in the past.year and. prabably the last
“before the Seénate ‘moves to-a final yote on the: arms

\1

*t&'eaty

: asydin, who. last ‘year- bellttled the
”Stgnate in dn’angry ﬂareup ‘with-a group led by Sen.. |
;Abr:hameibicoff (D-Conn.);: seemed to understand
I the role of the; Senate and the importance of -
on such 2 narrowly divided issue. |
A,s é e,atmn leader, he teld the Soviets dur-
g the Kremlin: sessions that hkely Senate treaty I
|
|

resbrvatidns will'include

- p::civisxon that - thel Senate considers the
s;’al:r:x;:z an{d c:u;lmon %ndemtandings” accompa- ;
nyin; eaty: {0 have the sameb

i 'document i )\1 - mding force as

pr ‘ éuring that. the treaty’s “noncir-'
umvenﬂon wausé" does not_rule out U.S. help to
» NATQ ‘alllés t6 'modernize- intermediate range strike

_ the president must abro al
A treat‘y f the' Soviets’ are found to have v1ola§:efie
rezll)l:ev’ 'mxtjng the Backﬂre

X} corimittee "source: said’ the " Sovxets |
general]
;:i}&diy :x;f;r::seg tilzedvxew that “these were mterna{
re’é e Unite Statés"and th
af‘_ﬂ_mSoviet ofﬂciars RV e busmess

A lthohgh: ‘the group’ planﬂed to't
B est Sowet re
=tlons to. the cuirent. Senate dehare on SALT 11, t;g

w'-Biden said: the Soviets indicated \wllingness to nego-
i Hate tactical'niuelear force strengths in Europe, tl%:t

hey. also: ‘agreéd that progress-in dealing with

th
?com';}’lex issues. raised by such “forward based sy:
;1em& and ‘the’ erilse missile - must. be made well,
vpaﬁend of. the SALT 11 protocol prn'atmn. g
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